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WWAP Gender 

Initiative

A major Gender Initiative aiming to achieve  a 
global standard for sex-disaggregated water  
assessment, monitoring and reporting, and 
promote science based knowledge on water 
and gender, was initiated in 2014 by WWAP 
UNESCO. 

As part of it, WWAP established the “Expert Group on Sex-disaggregated 
indicators for gender sensitive water assessment, monitoring and reporting”, 
consisting of 35 experts, that produced a groundbreaking methodology and 
identified a list of high-priority indicators. 





The WWAP Working Group 
identified 100 gender 
sensitive water indicators, 
out of which 40 priority 
indicators were selected. 

To assess the indicators, the WG defined a methodology for 
collecting in a systematic, standard and as far as possible 
scientific way the sex disaggregated data necessary to establish 
a baseline, conduct comparative analyses, and eventually 
monitor trends.

This led to the preparation of a Toolkit including the indicators 
and the methodology, guidelines and questionnaires for the 
collection of sex disaggregated water relevant data. 
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Requisites for the methodology 
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Tool 1: 
Methodology





% women reporting “yes” % men reporting “yes”

Personally ate broken rice 10.4 11.9

Personally received sought charity 8.2 6.8















Number of Specialist in Water Consumer Associations (dissagregated by sex).

1a. Number of male and 

female (M/F) paid staff in 

public water-governance 

agencies, disaggregated 

by job category/level and 

decision-making capacity 

(and salary, if available), 

at: - national level;

county/province/state 

levels; and town/village 

levels (sample) 











“VIDEO: Where is water?”



% women

reporting “yes”

% men

reporting “yes”

Personally could not buy snacks for family 66.8 20.5

Personally took food on credit from a local shop 20.8 41.5

Personally borrowed food from neighbours 31.1 13.4

Reporting the family did not eat meat 54.3 38.0

Personally ate less food 45.8 37.2





• Apply working protocol 

• Identify  the type of user

• Select themes and indicators 

that fit to the purpose and 

location

• Adopt Code of conduct




















