
Priority Problem Area:


Degradation of Surface Water Quality/Pollution




















IMMEDIATE CAUSES





Farming along river banks 


Inappropriate use of chemicals


Burning of farm land








Agriculture & Livestock





Energy 





Excessive gravel extraction and washing


Debris and solid waste disposal


Discharge of liquid waste (part. heavy metals, e.g mercury)


Surface mining of minerals





Mining & Industry





Hazardous materials spills (accidents)








Transport 





Inappropriate discharge of domestic waste

















Domestic use/ Urbanisation





Damming of rivers














Inappropriate use of chemicals


Unregulated fishing activities








Fisheries





Loss of sources of biological materials and products








Socio-economic Consequences 





Reduction of livelihoods / use type








Loss of Biodiversity Value & services








Reduction of Income/


revenue








Increase in poverty levels








Increased risk of water related diseases








Migration & resulting conflicts








Loss of recreational/


tourism potential








Increased cost for water treatment








Environmental Impacts 





Loss of species








Reduction in ecosystem functions





Reduction in fish stocks








Reduction in water quantity








Loss of biodiversity (endemic)








Loss of habitat for resident and migratory species








Algal blooms





Loss of (fish) (Spawning grd)





UNDERLYING CAUSES





Increasing energy demand


Inadequate knowledge & awareness











Inadequate legislative framework


Weak inst. capacity (enforcement)


Increasing demand for mining products


Inadequate technology


Industrial expansion policies





Lack of alternative means of livelihood -Inadequate legislative framework


Weak inst. capacity (enforcement)


inadequate harmonisation of fishing legislation/


regulation


Inadequate knowledge & awareness








Increased living standards


Weak inst. capacity (enforcement)


Increased demand for water and housing











Inadequate knowledge & awareness


Inadequate legislative framework


Weak inst. capacity (enforcement)


Change in production mode (agrobusiness)


Inefficient irrigation technology


Agricultural policy














Increased mobility 


Increase need for goods transfer


Weak inst. capacity (enforcement)








Slow adaptation of cultural/social beliefs/practices to changing circumstances








Low levels of education


/literacy





Population increase





Change of societal values (i.e. drive to make profits at all costs)








Lack of good governance





Poverty





ROOT CAUSES








